
Faith Free Lutheran Church – 2018 Reformation Conference – The Lord’s Supper  

The Marburg Colloquy – October 2-6, 1529 
  arranged by: Prince Philip of Hesse and   
                         Martin Bücer, theologian from Strassburg 
  Charles V, emperor of Germany, Spain, Netherlands 
    recent victories over France, the Papacy and Islam 
    ready to enforce the Edict of Worms from 1521 
  Protestants seek an alliance based of theological unity.  

Martin Luther’s Background 
  influenced by William of Occam – via moderna 
    -reason & revelation – often contradictory 
  opposed Erasmus, much less humanistic 
    -one of the greatest theologians of the Incarnation. 
  expected the Gospel to prosper without political help 
  deep religious experiences, Anfechtung  

Six Areas of Theological Disagreement between Luther and Zwingli Concerning the Real Presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper  

Huldrych Zwingli’s Background 
  influenced by Thomas Aquinas – via antiqua 
     -revelation makes sense, appeals to reason 
  influenced by Erasmus and religious humanism 
     -Christianity is the pure religion of the soul. 
  thought political action must help the Gospel prosper  
  less intense religious devotion  

Exegetical Approach    
     (WOI = words of institution) 

Z: Scripture is understood in faith when the 
Holy Spirit moves the soul.   

    WOI are understood in the Spirit, as other 
Scriptures are compared, e. g. John 6:63 

    The figurative meaning must be seen here 
(but not elsewhere) otherwise an       
absurdity results 

L: Meaning of Scripture is in the letter, the 
external Word 

    WOI are clear and sufficient in 
themselves. 

 The literal meaning must be 
kept unless the context      
indicates otherwise, or an 
article of faith is violated.  

Christological Differences   The Incarnation of Christ 
Z: It is absurd to hold that the body of Christ can be here on 
earth and in heaven at the same time. The Human Nature is 
localized, otherwise it is not a real human body. 

    The right hand of God is everywhere and means God’s         
omnipotence, BUT only for the divine nature. 

L: God is revealed through the humanity of Jesus 
    The fullness of God dwells in Christ, from the incarnation     

onward. Without the communication of attributes the       
Personal Union is lost.  

    The incarnation is beyond all logic and philosophy.  

Possibility of the Real Presence 
Z: there can be no illocal presence of a real, 
true body 

L: Christ’s humanity shares God’s omnipresence 
—He is everywhere. Mystery, not pantheism. 
God is beyond the material. An illocal, incom-
prehensible, spiritual presence for us. 

Luther’s 4 main reasons  Formula of Concord: 
  (1) Jesus Christ is essential, natural, true and 

perfect God and man in one person,       
inseparable and undivided. 

    (2) God’s right hand is everywhere 
      (3) God’s Word is not false, nor does it lie. 
        (4) God has and recognizes many modes of   

being 

Unity of the Sacrament 
Z: It is sacrilege to say that 

the body of Christ is eaten, torn 
and masticated. 

L: When the bread is eaten, the 
body of Christ is eaten.  

    To emphasize the reality of the 
sacramental union. 

    Christ’s presence is in the body, 
not in the sacred action of the 
celebration of the supper.  

Consecration 
Z: A consecration retains Papalism 

    The WOI only provide an historical context. 
    Jesus’ unrecorded prayer is the real blessing. 
L: The WOI are also the Words of Consecration 
    Take, eat & This is My Body go together—one          

statement about the same sacramental elements.  
    Follow the original event as closely as possible 
Luther: “The words are the first thing; for without the 

word the cup and the bread would be nothing.”  

Fruits of the Lord’s Supper    
To Zwingli, of all the absurdities in Luther’s doctrine none 
was worse than the idea that a bodily eating can help the 
soul. It seemed to violate the pure, spiritual character of 
Christianity and relapse into paganism. 

Z: What is the use of such eating? 
L: It is not our business to ask and to answer such questions.  

If Christ instituted the sacrament and told us, “This is my 
body,” we are to obey His commandment and believe His 
words. 

L: “For God is in this flesh, it is God’s flesh, the flesh of the   
Spirit. It is in God, and God is in it. Therefore it is living and 
gives life to all who eat it, to their bodies and their souls.”  
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